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RUFFORD PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Monday 20th April 2026 at 7.00 pm at St. Mary’s Church Hall, Rufford
Present: Cllrs. Bradshaw, Gordon (Chairperson), Newsham, Pickavance, Pryke, Rear, Smith 
Borough Cllrs. Eddie Pope  and Paul Hesketh  LCC Cllr. Rick Edwards
Clerk, Kevin EW Newsham 

There were thirty one members of the public.
1852/26    To receive apologies
NONE

1853/26 To receive Declaration of Interest

NONE
1854/26
 To consider and approve the minutes of the Parish Assembly and Parish Council Meeting held on Monday 16th March 2026 
It was resolved that the Minutes of the Meetings held on 16th March 2026 should be approved and signed by the Chairperson as a correct record.

1855/26  To adjourn the meeting for a period of public discussion.
Resident Mark Martland and his wife stated their child, who has autism and attends a special school, is scared about the noise coming from bird scarers in the field near their house. Could the council do anything about it and give any support?
Residents were concerned about antisocial behaviour on Roseacre Gardens. Residents feel unsafe. Dean Wall of Torus Housing Association has been contacted. Could the council write to Torus, WLBC and the police.

Resident, Carole Bamber, handed out a statement asking why the clerk attended a public event on behalf of the Parish Council.
A resident asked about the clerk’s salary.

A resident asked about simple transparency for councillors.

The council noted the information
1856/26 Adjournment for comments from county and borough councillors (5 mins max each) 
Borough Cllr Paul Hesketh stated all concerned in Rufford Parish Council are doing a good job. He recognised there were housing issues with Torus Housing Association. He also stated in reference to the benches in the orchard on Flash Lane maintained by WLBC were not suitable to sit on, he has spoken to Dan Massey WLBC officer and WLBC are going to replace the benches.

LCC Cllr Rick Edwards informed the council his party has received a petition on keeping Ormskirk Children’s Hospital in Ormskirk and not moving it to Southport.

T he council noted the information. 

1857/26  Police Information

a) Cllr Pickavance to propose a drugs policy in Rufford.

It was resolved by the council to discuss this at 18th May 2026 Parish Council meeting.
b)  Cllr Smith to propose to be the main contact for Rural Crime Police.     

Nothing was resolved.
1858/26   Planning

a) Cllr Bradshaw to update on Planning Application 2026/0085/PIP, 'Land East of Holmfield.
Cllr Bradshaw informed the council the application is going to WLBC planning committee in May 2026.

b) 2026/0238/FUL  42, Roseacre Gardens, Rufford
Proposed single storey extension to the rear
The council support this application.
2026/0231/FUL   Moss End Farm Holmeswood

Application for full planning permission for an agricultural storage building
                The council support this application.
c)  Planning decision granted

NONE

d) Planning decisions refused

2026/0095/FUL | Variation of condition 2 of planning permission 2024/0707/FUL in relation to approved plans | Land South Of Sandy Lane Farm Holmeswood Ormskirk Lancashire L40 1UF
An appeal has been sent to the Secretary of State from Meadow Farm, Sandy Way, Holmeswood.
1859/26  To authorise payments of the following accounts:
	Check No/DDM
	Payee
	Amount

	022916
	K Newsham Clerk’s salary and admin
	£831.28

	022917
	 P Brookfield park maintenance
	£386.54

	022918
	AEDonate defib pads
	£74.40

	022919
	KC Computers computer repair
	£179.35

	022920
	D Thornber Arb consultant tree surveys
	£300.00

	022921
	Church hall hire Dec/Jan/Feb 2026
	£57.00

	022922
	K Newsham Clerk’s salary and admin
	£844.62

	022923
	P Brookfield park maintenance
	£302.32

	022924
	Yates Playgrounds Ltd Holmeswood MUGA Phase 2
	£15,600.00

	DDM
	Easywebsites Ltd.
	£36.96


It was resolved that the above mentioned payments should be approved.
1860/26    Highways

a)Cllr Pryke to update on case number CF14579 for B5246 Holmeswood Road.
Renewed request for highways investigation on Holmeswood Road Rufford to Mere Brow. With regards to enforce cameras, there are currently no plans/funding for this section of road. LCC highways state that the current road safety does not support the need for any new road safety measures at this time.

The council noted the information.
b)Cllr Bradshaw to provide an update from Historic England on stolen coping stones and heritage crime status. 
Cllr Bradshaw read out a letter of thanks.

The council noted the information.
1861/26  Public footpaths
Cllr Bradshaw to update on FP44; response from LCC officer regarding request to reinstate rail crossing.
Cllr Bradshaw stated WLBC were placing warning signs.
The council noted the information.
1862/26  Village Halls

NONE
1863/26  Recreation grounds
NONE
1864/26   Street scene

Cllr Pryke to discuss the Cousins Lane official bus stop not yet in place.   
LCC Rick Edwards stated he was awaiting confirmation on moving the bus sign.

It was resolved by the council to await LCC confirmation on this.

1865/26  Flood Risk
NONE

1866/26 Cllr Gordon to seek councillor availability for site visit of National Trust peat land project.

 Cllr Gordon asked various councillors and clerk if they were available for a site visit to national trust peatland project. Date and time to be confirmed.

The council noted the information. 
1867/26 Cllr. Gordon to propose support for the Village Society towards the costs for updating two benches in land opposite Village Hall entrance.

This item was discussed in agenda item 1856/26

1868/26 Cllr Pickavance to report on Torus housing issues (low cost housing)

It was resolved by the council to provide a letter to be sent to Torus housing and the police.

1869/26  Cllr Smith to report on Rufford Village Society regarding Christmas lights.
Cost of lights £796.00+ VAT Parish Council can claim VAT refund.

The information was noted by the council to discuss at a later date.
1870/26   Clerk’s report

Update on slurry tankers United Utilities
They would like to apologise for any inconvenience caused; this is a temporary operational issue at Southport and will return the site to its normal operating standards. No time scale has been given. UU drivers have been reminded to drive responsibly.

The council noted the information.
Agenda items for May 2026 Annual Parish meeting
The clerk informed the council agenda items for May 2026 parish council meeting must be submitted by 5th May 2026.
1871/26   Cllr Smith asked for a minute’s silence regarding the death of a local resident in Rufford.

1872/26      To note the date of the next meeting of the parish council meeting; this being the Annual Parish Meeting on MONDAY 18th MAY  2026, ST MARY’S CHURCH HALL, RUFFORD, 7.00 PM.
Chairperson closed the meeting at 8.40 pm
_______________________

Chairperson’s signature and date

